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Friday 27th March

Dear Parents and Carers,
Every term is busy at Ivy Lane – but the term that has just come to an end 
has been in a class of its own! What a whirlwind!
Thank you for the wonderful parent support (and biscuit deliveries!) we 
received during our recent Ofsted inspection. Your encouraging messages 
and check-ins on the playground were much appreciated. We await 
publication of our report and will notify you when this is available to read.
Thanks also for your attendance at parents’ evenings either this week or last 
(and for your understanding around the need to reschedule one evening 
due to Ofsted). Being able to discuss progress and identify opportunities for 
parental support is hugely important and very impactful on a child’s 
successful school journey. 
Our Year 5 and 6 Netballers took part in a Netball tournament at Sheldon 
School last week, playing netball matches against many of the other primary 
schools in Chippenham as part of an event organised by Chippenham 
Sports Partnership. They returned as victorious champions and overall winners 
of the tournament. They are rightly proud of their achievement and we are 
certainly very proud of them and the time they have dedicated to 
attending netball club with Mrs Storey to hone their skills and perfect their 
pivot!
Our youngest children have been out and about too. Sunflowers have 
enjoyed story time at Chippenham Library, whilst our Reception classes have 
been on an interesting visit to St Andrews Church and then further afield on 
an exciting adventure to Cotswold Wildlife Park. They met an array of 
animals (and experienced every type of weather!) on this memorable day 
out this week.
Earlier this month, Year 4 had an amazing (FOILS funded) trip to London to 
see the West End production of The Lion King.  They were certainly inspired 
by that experience, as their own performance of Little Red Riding Hood and 
The Wolf has shown this week. What superstars they all are! Their 
performance was impressive, their costumes spectacular, their confidence a 
joy to see. Every child knew their part (be that centre stage or behind the 
scenes) and played it brilliantly, resulting in a stage production of enormous 
quality. Thanks and recognition must go to the Year 4 teachers and teaching 
assistants who worked so hard with the children to bring this performance 
together. Well done everyone!
Last night, lots of children enjoyed the FOILS silent disco and today we have 
wrapped up term 4 with our annual whole school performance poetry 
event.



Date Event

13/04/26 TD Day

16/04/26 Y5 (Riddell) Taster Day at Hardenhuish School

23/04/26 Y5 (Pullman) Taster Day at Hardenhuish School

24/04/26 FOILS Bake Sale and Wonka Bar sale (details to follow)

27/04/26 Reception and Year 6 Class Photos (details to follow)

W/C 11/05/26 Y6 SATs Week

15/05/26 Y6 BBQ Lunch

19/05/26 6pm Online Safety Workshop for parents (details to follow)

22/05/26 OPAL Non-uniform day (details to follow)

02/06/26 Y1 Trip to Roves Farm

12/06/26 Sports Day (details to follow)

17/06/26 Y6 to Chippenham Games (details to follow)

22/06/26 TD Day

23/06/26 Y5 Abbeyfield School Taster Day (details to follow)

26/06/26 Non-uniform for FOILS Summer Fayre (details to follow)

27/06/26 FOILS Summer Fayre 12-3pm

29/06 to 01/07 Y6 Residential to Hooke Court

02/07/26 Choir Voices of Friendship Concert at Olympiad (details to follow)

09/07/26 FOILS Summer Discos, KS1 4.15 - 5.15pm / KS2 5.30 – 6.30pm

15/07/26 Reception to Y6 Open Classrooms, 3 to 5pm

16/07/2026 Y6 Ivy Fest

22/07/26 Y6 Leaver’s Assembly 9.30am

22/07/26 Last day of Term. Early finish at 1.30pm

This is always a lovely occasion just before Easter, bringing the whole of Ivy 
Lane together to entertain each other with a different poem each class has 
learnt by heart. Not only was it wonderful to hear the poems and see how 
these have been presented, but it was also special to witness the children’s 
support and appreciation of each other’s efforts – absolutely valuing others.  
All in all, term 4 has been one to remember – and now one to rest and 
recover from! 
We wish all our Ivy Lane families a very happy Easter and a relaxing break. 
We will welcome everyone back to school again on Tuesday 14th April.

Mrs H Lammin
Headteacher



Science Week
Last week was science week and so two Hardenhuish science 

teachers conducted an amazing assembly where they introduced 

us to Large African Land Snails that turned out to be surprisingly 

interesting.

Next we did a science activity featuring buttered toast.

The question we were trying to answer was ‘Does toast always land 

butter side down?’

Overall we had a great time and found out that it is the case, most 

of the time.

By Shay K (Year 6)



THANK YOU TO WINCANTON VOLUNTEERS
A huge thank you to Mrs Deeprose, one of our Ivy Lane parents, 

and the team of volunteers from Wincanton who, through the 

Million Hours Mission, have very kindly donated hours of their time 

over the last year to make improvements in our outdoor learning 

environment. They worked extremely hard to clear spaces in the 

wildlife area for last year's projects, they also helped with the big 

dig for our whole school sandpit. More recently, they have built 

and covered a polytunnel which will be a valued addition to 

outdoor learning sessions for smaller groups when the weather is 

wet and cold. Their help has been gratefully received and the 

changes they have made are invaluable.

Year 6 Gamelan Drumming Workshop

On Thursday 12th March, Year 6 had a brilliant time learning how to 

play a range of different sacred Indonesian instruments, including 3 

gongs, approximately 5 ceng cengs (cymbals) and so much more! 

We learnt a song which involved three of the five notes the 

instruments could play: dong, deng and dung.  The song sounded 

incredible, especially when we added, removed and swapped 

notes and instruments.

The man teaching us was kind and explained it clearly, as well as 

leading with a drum.

FACT: It is disrespectful to step over instruments.

By Flower K (Year 6)



Year 5 Art Bytes
Massive congratulations to Cara, Max and Freddie in Y5 who have 

made it through to the next stage of the Art Bytes competition! 

Please use the QR code to place your vote on the three shortlisted 

artists and encourage friends and family to do the same. The more 

interaction we have, the more likely we are to receive an art-

related prize for the children of Ivy Lane to make good use of!



Netball Team Tournament
On Friday 20th March, Ivy Lane took part in a High 5 netball 

tournament at Sheldon School.  Our phenomenal coaches, Mrs 

Storey and Miss Lane, taught us all of our skills.

The B team played 4 games and 1 game for fun.  The four games 

were against St Mary’s, Queen’s Crescent, Redland and Monkton 

Park and the one game for fun was against Redland.  They beat 

both Redland teams.  Henry, Lenny and Erin all scored goals, but 

Theo, Chloe, Gabz, Emily and Iris all played a massive part in the 

team! Well done, B Team!

The A Team played 4 games in the group stage and only lost one 

game.  We played Redland, Queen’s Crescent, King’s Lodge and 

Monkton Park.  We have very exciting news… Team A got to the 

semi-finals! We had to face St Mary’s; facing nerves coming into 

this match, we came out winners, 2-0! So that meant we were in 

the final and had to play Queen’s Crescent.  We had lost to them 

3-0 in the group stage but we wanted revenge!  We came out as 

the winners 3-0 with Seren and Solomon as the goal scorers in this 

match, and the rest of the team, Elodie, George, Caleb, Remi and 

Daisy all played so well. Well done, A Team!

The final result: A Team came 1st and B Team came 9th

By George S and Theo G (Year 6)

A Team Elodie C, Daisy N, 
Remi L, Seren J, George S, 

Solomon M, Caleb S

B Team Erin H, Iris O, Chloe 
P, Lenny B, Emily M, Gabz T, 

Mabel S, Theo G, Henry M



Commonwealth Day
On Monday 9th March some of our Year 6 children were invited to

take part in the Commonwealth Day celebrations that took place

at the Neeld Hall. This is a annual celebration uniting 56 countries

across Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Americas, Pacific and Europe.

The children lined the street and watched members of 9 Regiment

RLC as they marched towards Neeld Hall where a flag raising

ceremony took place with Chippenham’s Mayor and other

dignitaries in attendance. After the ceremony, the children went

inside Neeld Hall to watch some traditional dancing and singing

from members of the Fijian community. They then had an

opportunity to engage with Commonwealth representatives to

gather interesting facts about each of the countries. All in all it was

a very interesting morning which the children and accompanying

staff thoroughly enjoyed.



Well done to these children who have 
impressed their class 
teachers this week.

Carle: Kasper E, Cleo DA, Archie H
Rosen: Maryam B, Jonah S, Monty FM

Donaldson: Alix C, Imogen C
Hargreaves: Arla R, Xander K
Dahl: Florence D, Matilda H
Kerr: Mabel G, River-Rose O
Cowell: Coco L, Jeenlada W
Griffiths: Sebastian R, Emilia N

Morpurgo: Ayden H-C, Harrison B
Zephaniah: Abel C, Eleanor S

Pullman: Evie C, Summer T
Riddell: Ava T, Maggie H
Lewis: Grace E, Kasper H
Tolkien: Isla M, Ariella G

Well done to the children on the
Golden Ivy Leaf over the last week 

who joined Mrs Lammin for a 
Headteacher’s breakfast!
Evangeline M (Sunflowers)

Rafael B, Musfirah U, Lottie M, Elana 
VZ, Eduard S  (Carle)

Heidi V (Rosen)
Taylor T (Kerr)

Oliver L, Ayden H-C (Morpurgo)
Evie C (Pullman)
Sophia G (Lewis)

George S (Tolkien)

Thank you to those who have donated books to their class’s 
reading corner in celebration of their birthday:

Felicity H (Carle)
Mrs Charles (Rosen)

George B (Donaldson)
Arlo G (Donaldson)

Harry F (Griffiths)
Effy-May M (Morpurgo)

Evie M (Morpurgo)



From the Eco Council…





Contacting the School
01249 652556

Email Mrs Jones

assistantadmin@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk 
• Pick up arrangements.
• School absences
• Medical appointments
• School dinner bookings
• Wraparound care 
• Club bookings
• Parking permits 
• Dietary / Medical needs

Email Mrs Nowosielski

admin@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk
For all other enquiries, 
including admissions, and your 
first point of contact for any 
member of staff at Ivy Lane.

Changes to contact details
Please remember to let us know
if there are any changes to your
contact details, addresses,
email addresses etc. You can
do this through the Arbor
parent portal or by letting the
office know directly.

Medicines
If your child needs to have
any regular medication in
school please bring it to the
school office and
complete a medication
form.

Dietary / Medical Needs
Please keep the office
updated with any dietary
or medical needs your
child has. Please let us
know if this changes
throughout the year.

Lost Property
Please remember to name your child’s
uniform and school equipment.
Particularly their jumpers, cardigans, PE
jumpers and water bottles.
You can look for lost items at the end of the
school day. Lost property is located inside
the Y4/5 entrance near the tunnel gate.

If your child is ill, please leave a message on
our dedicated absence line, 01249 652556
(Option 1). It really helps us if you leave a
voicemail rather than email in.
Please let us know your child’s symptoms
rather than saying they are ‘ill’ or ‘sick’ as
we require this information for our
attendance records.
For absence requests in advance, (eg.
appointments / holidays/ external exams)
please complete an absence request form,
available from the office or download from
the website and email in to
assistantadmin@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk

Please remember to let Ivy Kidz know if
someone different will be collecting your child.
We follow the same procedures as the school
and cannot let your child go home with
someone different unless we have had
authorisation from parents.
A gentle reminder that we cannot accept any
late bookings for Ivy Kidz or Breakfast Club due
to our staff rota organisation.
Please ensure all sessions are booked within the
1 week booking deadline. Reminders are sent
out weekly to advise about dates that the Wrap
Around bookings on Arbor will be closing.
A gentle reminder that pick-up times for Ivy Kidz
is 5.30pm. Please ensure your child is collected
promptly.
Please use the out of hours number to call Ivy
Kidz after 3pm for any emergencies or late
collections.
Phone: 01249 460822
Email: ivykidz@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk
Please do not call this number during the school
day.

mailto:assistantadmin@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:assistantadmin@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:ivykidz@ivylane.wilts.sch.uk




Wiltshire’s Wellbeing Hub

The Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub can help:

•put people in touch with community groups 

who can help and provide a warm space

• signpost to sources of financial support and 

foodbanks

•provide advice to those experiencing 

loneliness

•advise people on cost-of-living crisis

• signpost customers to any appropriate 

schemes through the Household Support 

Fund (HSF)

WILTSHIRE SUPPORT SERVICES

Wiltshire Parent Carers Council
The Wiltshire Parent Carer Council (WPCC) can
provide advice about local sources of support
and information for families of children with
special educational needs.
Call the WPCC Helpline
01225 764 647
10.00am - 5.00pm
Monday - Friday
https://www.wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk/

en/Contact_us

Part of Pickwick Academy Trust Vision: “to work together to provide the best schools and outcomes for our children 

“Registered office: Pound Pill, Corsham, Wiltshire, SN13 9YW, Companies House No: 07557894

Web: www.pickwickacademytrust.co.uk Email: admin@pickwickacademytrust.co.uk Twitter: @PickwickTrust

FREE MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES

Supporting the wellbeing of children has never
been so important. To assist you in doing this,
SSS Learning Ltd have produced two fantastic
free parental resources:
I am sure parents/carers will find these free
resources both informative and supportive.

Child Mental Health & Wellbeing - 10 Top Tips
for Parents
Parents' Mental Health & Wellbeing - 10 Top Tips
for Parents

School Uniform can be ordered here:
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents

/uniform/ivylaneSN1

https://www.wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk/en/Contact_us
http://www.pickwickacademytrust.co.uk/
mailto:admin@pickwickacademytrust.co.uk
https://ssslearning.co.uk/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents
https://ssslearning.co.uk/parentsandguardians/your-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/ivylaneSN1





















